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Sinagua Malt is in every Sedona Beer Co. brew.
Hauser & Hauser Farms converted summer crops
to winter barely, keeping 47 million gallons of water

in the Verde River in June alone.

SEDONA, Ariz. — The Sedona Beer Gompany
location “was built as a house and then
remodeled as a Japanese restaurant, which
was open for 23 years,” says Kali Gajewski,
who owns Sedona Beer Company with husband
Mac Crawford. “I grew up coming here and
eating Japanese food, and we’d experienced the
particular magic of this location firsthand. When
they closed, we had been looking for a building
for nearly two years.”

After living in Sedona since infancy, Gajewski
moved to Colorado for 10 years to earn her
bachelor's and master’s degrees. She and
Crawford decided to move back to Sedona and
build a brewery.

Sedona beer company opened August 2018—
nearly two dozen years after the only other
brewery in Sedona—and celebrated its one-year
anniversary this past summer.

“So far we have 12 employees, 12 beers on tap,
and we're just growing as fast as we can keep
up.” Gajewski pauses to sign for a delivery and
thank the driver for arriving early.

“All of our batches are between 150 and 170
gallons, so a batch will last between one and
three months before something else takes its
place. We brought our Horchata Beer back from
last winter because people loved it. We have
a few varieties that stick around for a while,
but in general once we're through a batch, it’s
gone for a while to make room for something

new,” Gajewski continues. “Our Single Malt Pale
Lager is all Hauser and Hauser grown, Sinagua
malted grain. It's a great, easy drinkable beer
that highlights local industry and supports
conservation in our watershed, so that will
probably stick around longer.”

Sedona Beer Company uses local Sinagua Malt
as the base malt for every beer they make. Other
ingredients and types of malt, such as toasted
malt, are added to certain brews to create unique
varieties.

Arizona’s only commercial malt house, Sinagua
Malt processes raw barley from Hauser and
Hauser Farms (both located in nearby Camp

“I wante:

Verde) and sells the resulting malt to local

craft brewers. Sinagua Malt is a Public Benefit
Corporation, and the directors work pro bono to
support farmers and keep rivers and streams
flowing.

In partnership with the Nature Conservancy
and Sinagua Malt, Hauser and Hauser Farms
converted 144 acres of feed corn and alfalfa
to winter barley. These efforts keep 47 million
gallons of water in the Verde River during the
month of June alone. Corn uses more water and
strains the Verde River when flows are at their
lowest, while barley uses less water and grows

in the winter when the river is at its highest
capacity.

“You need water to make beer. If we aren’t
focused on sustainability in Arizona when we

need water for our product, then we have blinders

on,” says Gajewski. “We built this business in a
way that we’re proud of, based on sustainability
from the get-go. Not because we were asked, but
because it's important to us.”

Sedona Beer Company earned a Silver
Innovator Sustainable Business Certification from
Sustainability Alliance AZ.

“We use Sedona Recycles and compost all of
our food and beer waste with Compost Crowd,”

t food and beer,
where they could come and play games, spend time on the patio, and really enjoy hanging out,”
says Kali Gajewski, who owns Sedona Beer Co. with husband Mac Crawfora.

says the entrepreneur.
Despite keeping her day job as a social worker,
Gajewski is, “proud to be a job creator in this

community. In general, we try to pay above what’s

expected in the industry, show our employees
they’re valuable to us, and compensate them
appropriately.”

“I'hired one of our favorite chefs in town. He
has total control of the kitchen and is a huge
asset to our team. He actually helped us finish
construction. We're grateful to have him. He's
very talented, with rotating specials,” Gajewski
says.

Small Business Spotlight

By Jessica MacLean for the City of Sedona

Sedona Beer Company plans to eventually
expand the facility, invest in employee housing,
open other taprooms, and hire a brewer.
Previously an engineer, Crawford has been doing
all the brewing himself since day one.

Crawford and Gajewski are also members of
Sedona XYZ. Primarily generations X, Y, and
Z, the group strives to grow personally and
professionally while influencing the policy and
programs that help shape the Sedona of 2040
and beyond.

“I'm on the board of directors and am the
co-chair for the civic engagement committee.
We hold mixers here as often as they would like
to hold them here. I'm a big proponent of young

. voices in local politics,” says Gajewski.

“We were the first brewery that the city had
permitted in a long time because Oak Creek was
23 years ago; there’s basically no one in the city
who did the initial permitting for Oak Creek,”
says Gajewski. “We have had great support from
Molly Spangler, [Sedona economic development
director] in our build out. She’s always been a
supporter of us, always advocating for us, always
helping us navigate the system.”

The Sedona Economic Development Department
helps businesses create and keep jobs and
opportunities in our community. For information
on revolving loans, business education, and other
business support resources, contact Sedona
Economic Development Director Molly Spangler
at mspangler@sedonaaz.gov.
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Creations from the chef include sweet potato
waffle fries and deviled eggs.
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