
REVISED

AGENDA 
City of Sedona 
Historic Preservation Commission Meeting 

4:00 PM Monday, May 10, 2021 

The mission of the City of Sedona government is to 
provide exemplary municipal services that are consistent 
with our values, history, culture and unique beauty. 

MEETING LOCATION: 
VULTEE CONFERENCE ROOM 

102 ROADRUNNER DR, SEDONA, AZ 

NOTICE: 
Pursuant to A.R.S. 38-431.02 notice is 
hereby given to the members of the 
Historic Preservation Commission 
and to the general public that the 
Historic Preservation Commission 
will hold a public hearing open to the 
public in the Vultee Conference 
Room at City Hall at 4:00 pm on: 
Monday, May 10, 2021 

NOTES: 
• Meeting room is wheelchair

accessible. American Disabilities
Act (ADA) accommodations are 
available upon request. Please 
phone 928-282-3113 at least 24
hours in advance.

• Historic Preservation 
Commission Meeting Agenda
Packets are available on the
City’s website at:  Agendas and 
Documents | City of Sedona
(sedonaaz.gov)

GUIDELINES FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 

PURPOSE: 
• To allow the public to provide 

input to the Historic Preservation
Commission on a particular
subject scheduled on the agenda.

• Please note that this is not a
question/answer session.

PROCEDURES: 
• Fill out a “Comment Card” and 

deliver it to the Recording
Secretary.

• When recognized, use the 
podium/microphone.

• State your Name and City of
Residence

• Limit comments to 3 MINUTES.
• Submit written comments to the

Recording Secretary.

Due to continued precautions related to the COVID-19 pandemic,  there will be very limited 
seating for the public, arranged in compliance with CDC guidelines for physical distancing. 
Comments in advance of the 4:00 p.m. call to order are strongly encouraged by sending an 
email to clovely@sedonaaz.gov and will be made part of the official meeting record. Those 
wishing to comment on scheduled agenda items may be asked to wait outdoors or in an 
alternate location if there is not adequate seating in the Vultee conference room. 

1. CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, & ROLL CALL

2. DISCUSS AND VOTE FOR CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR

3. ANNOUNCEMENTS & SUMMARY OF CURRENT EVENTS BY COMMISSIONERS
& STAFF

4. APPROVAL OF THE FOLLOWING MINUTES:

a. February 10, 2020 (R)

5. PUBLIC FORUM: (This is the time for the public to comment on matters not
listed on the agenda. The Commission may not discuss items that are not
specifically identified on the agenda. Therefore, pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-
431.01(H), action taken as a result of public comment will be limited to
directing staff to study the matter, responding to any criticism, or scheduling
the matter for further consideration and decision at a later date.)

6. REGULAR BUSINESS

a. Discussion of amendments to the Ranger Station Park Master Plan to
accommodate a road connection between Los Abrigados and Brewer
Rd.  Presented by Stephen Craver, Engineering Supervisor, Public
Works.

b. Update/discussion on renovations to the Ranger Station house (250
Brewer Rd).

c. Update/discussion of 2020 Certificate of No Effect approvals

7. FUTURE MEETING DATES AND AGENDA ITEMS

a. Monday, June 14, 2021; 4:00 pm

8. EXECUTIVE SESSION

a. If an Executive Session is necessary, it will be held in the Vultee
Conference Room at 106 Roadrunner Drive. Upon a public majority
vote of the members constituting a quorum, the Commission may
hold an Executive Session that is not open to the public for the
following purposes:

https://www.sedonaaz.gov/your-government/meetings-documents/-folder-733
https://www.sedonaaz.gov/your-government/meetings-documents/-folder-733
https://www.sedonaaz.gov/your-government/meetings-documents/-folder-733
mailto:clovely@sedonaaz.gov
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b. To consult with legal counsel for advice on matters listed on this 
agenda per A.R.S. § 38-431.03(A)(3). 

c. Return to open session. Discussion/possible action on executive 
session items.  

9. ADJOURNMENT 

a. Physical Posting: May 6, 2021                           By: DJ 
 Note that members of the City Council and other City Commissions and Committees may 

attend the Commission meeting. While this is not an official City Council meeting, because of 
the potential that four or more Council members may be present at one time, public notice is 
therefore given for this meeting and/or event. 
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Staff Report 
Proposed Amendment to the 
Ranger Station Park Master Plan 

City of Sedona 
Community Development Department 
102 Roadrunner Drive Sedona, AZ 86336 
(928) 282-1154  www.sedonaaz.gov/CD

Meeting Date: May 10, 2021 

Hearing Body: Historic Preservation Commission 

Action Requested: Discussion and direction regarding the proposed amendment to the Ranger Station Park 
Master Plan. 

Location:  250 Brewer Rd 

Parcel Numbers:  401-38-013D

Owner:  City of Sedona

Project Summary: To help alleviate traffic congestion in the general area, a driveway is proposed from Los 
Abrigados Resort to Brewer Rd. across the southwest corner of the park property.  

Parcel Size: 3.4 acres 

Sedona Community Plan 
Designation: 

Planned Area 

Zoning:  Community Facilities 

Current Land Use:  Vacant 

Proposed Land Use: City Park 

Surrounding Properties/ 
Zoning: 

South: Los Abrigados Resort (L); East: (C) El Portal Inn, Tlaquepaque employee parking lot, 
commercial lots; North: vacant (CF); West: school district offices (CF) 

Report Prepared by: Cynthia Lovely, Principal Planner 

Attachments: Exhibit A. Ranger Station Park Master Plan Narrative and Site Plan 
Exhibit B. Overlay of proposed driveway 
Exhibit C. Construction plans for the proposed driveway 

PROJECT SUMMARY 
The City’s 2018 Transportation Master Plan (TMP) proposes several measures to help alleviate traffic congestion on SR 
179. One of those measures is to construct a new driveway from the Los Abrigados Resort to Brewer Rd. through the
southwest corner of the park property at 250 Brewer Rd.

The park property is 3.4 acres and the site of two designated national/city historic landmarks, the Ranger Station house 
(1917) and the barn (1934). The Forest Service relocated and sold the property in 2005. In 2014 the city purchased the 
property with the primary intent of preserving the two buildings. In 2016 the city completed a Park Master Plan for the 
property (see Exhibit A). The park construction will be completed incrementally in phases and expected to be complete 
in 2024. Currently exterior restoration of the house is underway. 
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PROJECT PURPOSE 
One of the most congested areas in the city is on SR 179 between the 89A/179 roundabout and the Schnebly Hill/179 
roundabout. Improving traffic is among the City Council’s highest priority, and this project is one of many incremental 
improvements recommended in the TMP. 
 
Currently, all traffic from commercial businesses such as Los Abrigados, Tlaquepaque must enter and exit at SR 179. 
When exiting, there is no left turn for those going north, thus vehicles must use the Schnebly Hill roundabout as a U-
turn, adding to the already congested roundabout.  
 
The park plan amendment is to allow for a one-way exit driveway connection from the Los Abrigados property, through 
the Ranger Station Park, to Brewer Road. The gate at the property line between Los Abrigados and the park would be an 
actuated gate that would only open for vehicles exiting. This will allow a significant number of vehicles whose 
destination is Uptown or West Sedona to avoid SR 179 congestion.  
 
The reduction in number of U-turns at the Schnebly Hill roundabout will improve travel time for northbound SR 179. The 
table below shows the cumulative effect of removing U-turns that originate from Portal Lane and Tlaquepaque. The 
table shows travel time in minutes from Bell Rock Boulevard in the Village of Oak Creek to the "Y."  The free flow travel 
time is approximately 12 minutes, and over a 2-hour period, the reduction of U-turns decreases the travel time on a 
congested day by approximately 8 minutes.  Work continues to refine the modeling. 
 
 

TIME 
INTERVALS 
(minutes) 

NORTHBOUND SR 179 TRAVEL TIME 

EXISTING NO U-TURNS THROUGH THE 
SCHNEBLY HILL ROUNDABOUT 

0-15 14.6 14.4 

15-30 18.1 17.5 

30-45 23.8 22.2 

45-60 29.5 27.0 

60-75 35.5 31.6 

75-90 40.9 34.8 

90-105 45.6 39.3 

105-120 51.8 43.8 

 
 
What changes to the park plan will result from the proposal? 
With the incorporation of the proposed driveway, the pickleball courts would be removed, the walking path would need 
to be realigned to follow the north edge of the new driveway, and we would look to consolidate the new driveway with 
the south park entrance to reduce the number of access point to Brewer Road. 
 
What are the alternatives, and why is this the preferred option? 
There are two alternatives: an exit to Ranger Road or Prochnow Rd.  
1) The city is working on the Ranger Rd connection which will have the same benefits of providing an alternate exit. The 
route will be one-way from Portal Lane, through the Tlaquepaque parking area, through the City wastewater lift station 
parcel to Ranger Road. 
 



Page 3 of 3 

2) Prochnow Rd is a private road serving multiple residential properties. While this connection remains a future
possibility, the increased traffic by the public is not supported by owners with frontage on Prochnow Rd. Additionally,
there are potential legal complications with resort guests using Prochnow Rd.

How will changes to the park plan be addressed? 
1) Pickleball courts: The displacement of the pickle ball courts was addressed in the Posse Grounds Park Master Plan that
has included additional pickleball courts.
2) Walking path: The pathway would move from the park’s perimeter to the north side of the new driveway.
3) Brewer Rd driveways: The park plan calls for two driveways. Rather than adding a third, the new driveway would
merge with the park’s southern driveway.

What is the proposed design for the driveway? 
The attached construction drawings (Exhibit C) show the driveway cross section design is for a 12' driveway with 2' 
shoulder on each side. While the drawing shows an asphalt driveway, that will be corrected to show decomposed 
granite which is consistent with the surfacing of the park’s driveway and parking lot. The signage would indicate "Do Not 
Enter, Wrong Way." 

Proposed timeline of project? 
It is anticipated that design will be complete this fiscal year and construction would start in late Summer 2021. 

NEXT STEPS 
Following the May 4th HPC discussion and feedback on the proposal, it will be presented to the Planning and Zoning 
Commission on Jun 1, 2021 (tentatively). 
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Ranger Station Park Master Plan

“What attracts people most, it would appear, is other people.”
- William H. Whyte

Ensure that the needs and aspirations of 
the community now and into the future are 
met through a variety of cultural activities, 
opportunities, and facilities.

-Sedona Community Plan p. 97

The Ranger Station Park Master Plan will serve as a 
guide for future renovations, design, construction, 
and public use of the new park. The City of Sedona 
acquired the 3.4 acres at 250 Brewer Road to preserve 
the historic buildings and develop a community park. 
This plan sets forth the vision, objectives, and design of 
the park.

The Sedona Community Plan serves as the guide 
for the park vision along with the many comments 
and suggestions received from the community. The 
proposed park features and activities are based on the 
following objectives:

• Honor the history
• Build a sense of community
• Create community interactions
• Engage people in healthy and active amenities
• Incorporate art in the park
• Design for a sense of place and sustainability

The historic buildings and the location of the park in 
the ‘Heart of Sedona’ set the stage for the park vision. 
The primary goal of the park is to be the community’s 
gathering place. The multi-purpose aspect of the park 
amenities will appeal to a variety of people, and the 
design of the park will honor the history of the site 
and incorporate the arts in a lively yet relaxing natural 
setting.

See page 8 for the 2016 Site Plan.

EXHIBIT A
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The National Historic Landmark buildings are important contributions 
to Sedona’s sense of place. The park setting and new features are 
designed to blend with the buildings and enhance the historic 
character of the site.

Historic Interpretation
• The public can learn the history of Sedona and the significance of

the buildings from interpretive panels.
• Historic information and photos could also be displayed on the

interior walls of the buildings.
• Walking tours of the surrounding area could start at the park and

explore other historic sites nearby such as the Hart Store, the
Pumphouse, Owenby Ditch, and the Sally Black Home.

• The history and self-guided tours could be available on a mobile
application.

Honor the History

Preserve and celebrate the community’s history.
-Sedona Community Plan p. 97
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The park will enhance Sedona’s sense of community by providing a place that 
will offer something for everyone, either as a place to simply get together 
with friends, or attend a special event. Events could be City sponsored, 
although most are expected to be put on by other organizations that rent the 
facilities. The Rangers House, Barn, plaza, and open spaces will be designed 
to serve multiple purposes for the widest range of interests and activities as 
possible.

The Barn
•	 The Barn will be a multi-purpose community event facility available to 

rent for a variety of purposes such as: weddings, festivals, farmers market, 
performing arts (theater, small concerts), workshops, small conferences, 
meeting space, etc.

•	 Rental of the barn will generate revenue for the City.
•	 Renovation of the interior of the barn will be needed to open up a larger 

interior space.

The Rangers House
•	 The Rangers House will be a multi-purpose community meeting space 

that may be used for meetings, classes, and workshops.
•	 Rental of the house will generate revenue for the City.
•	 Minimal renovation necessary to begin functioning as a meeting space.

The Plaza
•	 The plaza will also be multi-purpose as a flexible space that can be used 

for a variety of activities, either formal such as a scheduled event, or 
informally such as an impromptu community gathering.

•	 Located between the House and the Barn, the plaza could be used in 
conjunction with the buildings to expand the event space.

•	 The plaza concept is similar to the Flagstaff Heritage Square.

Provide and support community events, festivals, and programs that offer a variety of 
opportunities for social interaction and contribute to a sense of community.
							       -Sedona Community Plan p. 86

Building a Sense of Community
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Provide public gathering spaces that promote social interaction.
Create increased opportunities for formal and informal social interactions.
						      -Sedona Community Plan p. 17, 97

Park features such as benches, picnic tables, the plaza, 
lawn, and buildings all provide opportunities for 
community interaction.

Wi-Fi may be considered for both the park buildings and 
outdoor areas of the park. This will serve community 
programs in the park, as well as provide another activity for 
those enjoying the park environment.

The Open Lawn
•	 The open lawn will be a multi-purpose space for 

informal and impromptu gatherings for variety of 
activities, relaxation, and play.

•	 The lawn will be similar to the popular lawn at Sunset 
Park.

Picnic Areas
•	 Picnic tables will be placed in several areas of the park, 

providing several options to choose from.
•	 The tables will be of various sizes and designs,  and 

most will be under the shade of trees.

Benches
•	 Benches will also be scattered throughout the park to 

encourage “community gathering”.
•	 The benches can be in a variety of styles and designs 

and could also be individual works of art by local artists

Food Vendors
•	 Food vendors such as coffee carts or food trucks would 

be welcome in the park, which will provide another 
amenity to park visitors.

Creating Community Interactions
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Engaging in Healthy and Active Amenities

Provide activities and amenities that allow for community 
interactions and encourage active and healthy lifestyles.
				    -Sedona Community Plan p. 81

The park will provide for a variety of recreational activities 
such as walking and pickleball. The open lawn and play 
area will offer opportunities for exercise and play for 
people of all ages.

Activities
•	 Many recreational activities could occur throughout 

the park (bring your own equipment in most cases):
•	 Horseshoes
•	 Croquet
•	 Hopscotch
•	 Yoga
•	 Frisbee

Walking Path
•	 The perimeter walking path will encircle the park, and 

will be approximately one-third of a mile.
•	 Pathways will be an accessible gravel surface.

Play Area
•	 Play features will be more of a natural style play area.
•	 People of all ages can enjoy play features such as a 

variety of swings.
•	 The play features will  be of materials and colors that 

are suitable to the desired character of the park (no 
plastic playgrounds in primary colors).

Pickleball
•	 Pickleball courts provide a healthy, active, and social 

amenity, adding to the lively community atmoshere.

Pedestrian Access
•	 Park visitors will be encouraged to walk, bike, or use 

transit whenever possible which will help reduce traffic 
and parking needs.

•	 There will be pedestrian connections from all 
directions to make it easy to walk to the park (such as 
from Tlaquepaque and Los Abrigados).

•	 Sidewalks on Ranger and Brewer Roads are 
recommended to link the park to the sidewalks on SR 
89A and 179, and into the Brewer Road neighborhood. 
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Incorporating Art in the Park

Enhance opportunities for artistic display, engagement and learning.
						      -Sedona Community Plan p. 97

Art will be found throughout the park with sculptures, 
murals, special events, and activities. This will provide 
local artists with additional opportunities to share their 
art with the public.

The Community’s Art Gallery
•	 The park could serve as a community art gallery: 

artwork could be displayed in the buildings, similar 
to the City Hall Art Rotation Program.

•	 The buildings could be used as a ‘pop-up gallery’ 
for special events such as First Friday Art Walks.

•	 Sculptures and art installations could be placed 
throughout the park, and could be permanent or 
rotate on a temporary basis.

Murals
•	 Art murals will transform the existing block walls 

on the east and south sides of the park.
•	 People could participate in creating their own 

mural as sections of the wall could be a do-it-
yourself chalkboard.

Performance Activities
•	 Small performances, such as plays and concerts 

could be held on the lawn, plaza, or in the barn.

Art Education
•	 Art classes, conferences, seminars or workshops 

could be held in the park or buildings.

Creative Design Elements
•	 Park features such as benches and tables could be 

custom works of art.
•	 Artwork to commemorate the Forest Service 

history of the site.
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Green Building
•	 The new restroom building will be energy and water 

efficient.
•	 Renovation of the historic buildings will incorporate 

green building features where possible.
•	 Parking surfaces will be decomposed granite that 

blends with the natural environment and allows 
infiltration of rainwater.

•	 The landscape design will take advantage of rainwater 
through the use of swales and berms.

Landscaping with a Purpose
•	 The demonstration of native plants in the landscaping 

will be informative of locally occurring and low-water 
use plants for landscaping.

•	 The landscaping can include orchard trees 
representative of the historic agriculture along Oak 
Creek.

•	 Trees can provide shade for picnic tables and benches.

Design for a Sense of Place and Sustainability

Reflect a unique sense of place in architecture and design.
Promote environmentally responsible building and design. 
				    -Sedona Community Plan p. 17, 71
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Planning | Landscape Architecture | Project Promotion

RANGER STATION PARK | MASTER PLAN
NOVEMBER, 2016
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