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Action Minutes 
City of Sedona 

Historic Preservation Commission Meeting 
Vultee Conference Room, 102 Roadrunner Drive, Sedona, Arizona 

Monday, November 14, 2022 – 4:00 p.m. 
 
 

[Note:  The recorder did not start until agenda item 5.a; therefore, agenda items 1 – 4 are summarized from 
the Administrative Assistant’s notes.] 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, & ROLL CALL  

Chair Unger called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m., led the Pledge of Allegiance and requested roll 
call. 
 
Roll Call:  
Commission Members present:  Chair Brynn Burkee Unger and Commissioners Jack Fiene, Bob 
Huggins and Steve Segner were present. There are three vacancies. 

Staff Members present:  Cynthia Lovely and Donna Puckett 
 
Guest present:  Nate Meyers, Sedona Historical Society 
 

2. ANNOUNCEMENTS & SUMMARY OF CURRENT EVENTS BY COMMISSIONERS & STAFF 
 
Cynthia Lovely introduced Nate Meyers who will be sworn in on November 22nd and Larry Farhat, 
Facilities Maintenance Supervisor and Project Manager for the Sedona Ranger Station. 
 
Bob Huggins noted that the Commissioners listed needs to be updated on the website.  
 
Chair Unger stated that the Historic Preservation Conference went well, and she got information for 
some possibilities for grant money and passed it on to the city.  There is some money for brick and 
mortar for the Forest Service building and money for a research project, and she will be following up 
on that.   
 
Commissioner Segner added that grants are available – more for the arts than for museums, so if we 
massage the wording, we could open some doors.   
 
Chair Unger stated that they attended the CLG (Certified Local Government) training at the 
conference, and it was a little different.  She was really impressed by the younger people making 
presentations. 
 

3. APPROVAL OF THE FOLLOWING MINUTES: 
a. October 10, 2022 

 
Chair Unger asked if there were any corrections to the October 10th meeting minutes; if not, she 
would consider the minutes approved.   
 
No corrections were identified; minutes were approved. 

 
4. PUBLIC FORUM: (This is the time for the public to comment on matters not listed on the 

agenda. The Commission may not discuss items that are not specifically identified on the 
agenda. Therefore, pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.01(H), action taken as a result of public 
comment will be limited to directing staff to study the matter, responding to any criticism, or 
scheduling the matter for further consideration and decision at a later date.) 
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Chair Unger opened the public forum at 4:06 p.m. and, having no requests to speak, closed the public 
forum at 4:07 p.m. 
 

5. REGULAR BUSINESS 
a. Discussion of the Ranger Station house and barn interior renovations 

 
Introduction by Chair Unger   
 
Presentation by Larry Farhat, Facilities Maintenance Supervisor and Project Manager, who 
indicated that Bobby Wood would do a conceptual sketch of the interior, and then they would be 
seeking an architect.  He also noted that there is currently no internal stairway to the loft. 
 
Commissioner Segner suggested using the loft as a storage place for the museum, and Larry 
Farhat added that the Parks & Recreation Department is also looking for storage space.  Cynthia 
Lovely then distributed copies of the Ranger Station Park Master Site Plan. 
 
[Note:  The recorder started at this point in the discussion.] 
 
Commissioners’ questions and comments of staff and guest Nate Meyers. 
 
Commissioner Huggins reported as historical information that in 1917 WWI was still underway 
and there was the beginning of urbanization in the United States.  A lot of the Forest Rangers 
had gone off to the war and the young men returning would possibly want to be Forest Rangers, 
but they would have to do a lot of building for residences.  The Forest Service had no architectural 
plans, and they would build ad hoc.  When Bill Wallace came as a Forest Ranger, he just built 
the Ranger Station with his friends, so it is important to look at the history of it.  In 1917, a Forester 
name Dubois came up with the first plans for dwellings. The young men returning didn’t have the 
skills, so to contract they had to have plans.  Commissioner Huggins then distributed a drawing 
of the original plan he came up with and indicated that Dubois thought a D-1 residence could be 
built for $112.00 and labor.   In 1915, Bushnell became the Ranger and moved into Wallace’s old 
Ranger Station. The next year he sent a letter saying that the place is starting to fall apart, and 
he needed a new outhouse, so it would be $600 to do it.  Nothing happened for about a year, so 
he contacted the supervisor who forwarded it to the region in Albuquerque, and they sent plans 
out to build the house. He created this plan in 1919, sent the plan out, and it was built that year. 
 
Commissioner Huggins then checked the source and came up with the application to the Registry 
of Historic Places, and in Section 7, Page 3, and Section 8, Page 12, it refers to the Ranger 
Station as a D-1, which is incredible, so he looked for other structures built around 1917 and the 
only one that came up was the Sedona Ranger Station, and it wasn’t until about 1921 that they 
started using the plan. He is beginning to think this was the first one, so it could be a special 
place and we would want to think about how to use it.  If it is the first one ever built, it is precious.  
He couldn’t find another Ranger Station that was built that year.   
 
Commissioner Huggins indicated he is sort of in disagreement with the removal of the wall and 
making that a meeting room.  A better use would be to restore it to a 1920 Ranger Station and 
have it look like it.  They would have had a horse, saddle, bridle, and all they would have had is 
a corral and stall, so they would bring it in and hang it on the wall with some fire tools there.  He 
thinks of it as an historic site with interpretation, wayside exhibits, and a little history.  He then 
distributed pictures of ranger uniforms.  
 
Additional Commissioners’ questions and comments. 
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The Chair asked the other Commissioners to give their opinions and noted that Commissioner 
Huggins had just provided his opinion.  
 
Commissioner Fiene indicated that he loves what has been done so far, and he agreed with 
Commissioner Segner and Commissioner Huggins about introducing a little more of the 
interpretative historic elements. He has a mixed opinion about the removal of the wall; it is 
possible to remove the wall and make the space more useful, but one advantage of leaving the 
wall in is that it more clearly delineates the addition and that is a problem we run into in trying to 
separate them.   
 
Chair Unger agreed with Commissioner Fiene.  She worries about the use of a property, having 
dealt with that in the past.  She doesn’t want it to end up not being used as much as it could be.  
If it was larger, she would use it with Chamber Music, but she also understands the delineation.  
If we could do it so they could tell where that delineation is, which you could probably do with a 
beam, etc., her tendency would be to take the wall out while making sure we know where the 
wall was, because she is big on the use of the property and they go away when they are not 
useful, which she definitely doesn’t want to see happen.   
 
Commissioner Segner stated that it is an historic building and should be in context.  It was stated 
earlier that it would be inappropriate to open the upper barn, because that is not what happened 
with that building, so why is it appropriate to remove a wall in this building?  He doesn’t think it is 
going to be a very good meeting space; we can find other places that can be better.  He would 
like to see that as an interpretative area, so he gets a sense that the school was across the street, 
the water system was up there with an orchard over there.  He wants to get a feel for the historic 
old Sedona.  Think about a 7-year-old kid thinking this was a three-bedroom house and what 
they lived in, in 1917. Their outhouse was over there . . . that is where he leans. He also noted 
that if it was kind of 1917 with a clock and the things they had, then you think that is pretty cool 
and that is disappearing.  They probably had oil lamps and that little slice of a vignette is what he 
envisions.  He mentioned wallpaper, because they used wallpaper over the cracks, so the bugs 
didn’t come through it. 
 
Cynthia noted that staff will share their opinions with Sandy Phillips.   
 
Commission’s additional comments. 
 
No action was taken. 

 
b. Discussion regarding process to identify potential landmarks 

 
Introduction by Chair Unger regarding the Tlaquepaque chapel and tower, and she indicated that 
Wendy Lippman is in favor of doing it; however, she does not want to landmark the entire 
property.  
 
Commissioners’ questions and comments  
 
Cynthia Lovely suggested a site visit to Tlaquepaque and the Kiva House in January.  Chair 
Unger noted that the Madole House is another one to consider at a later time.  
 
Commissioner Fiene suggested looking at Tlaquepaque, because we also need to look at 
longevity of the property; some of the construction is really bad. The Chair then suggested doing 
the site visit on December 12th in place of the regular meeting. 
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Additional Commissioners’ and comments. 
 
No action was taken. 
 

c. Discussion regarding HPC work program and fiscal year 2024 budget 
 

Introduction by Chair Unger   
 
Presentation by Principal Planner Cynthia Lovely including a summary of the Community 
Services Provider (CSP) agreement with the Sedona Historical Society. 
 
Commissioners’ questions and comments of staff 
 
Chair Unger opened the public comment portion of the hearing at 5:08 p.m. 
 
The following person spoke:  Janeen Trevillyan, Sedona Historical Society.  
 
Closed the public comment period at 5:10 p.m. having no additional requests to speak. 
 
Brought back to the Commission.  
 
Commissioners’ additional questions and comments. 
 
No action was taken. 
 

6. FUTURE MEETING DATES AND AGENDA ITEMS 
a. Monday, December 12, 2022; 4:00 pm (cancelled) 

 
Chair Unger explained that the December 12th meeting is no longer cancelled because a site visit will 
be planned for December 12th in place of the regular meeting.  
 

7. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
a. If an Executive Session is necessary, it will be held in the Vultee Conference Room at 106 

Roadrunner Drive. Upon a public majority vote of the members constituting a quorum, the 
Commission may hold an Executive Session that is not open to the public for the following 
purposes: 
i. To consult with legal counsel for advice on matters listed on this agenda per A.R.S. 

§ 38-431.03(A)(3). 
ii. Return to open session. Discussion/possible action on executive session items.  

 
No Executive Session was held. 

 
8. ADJOURNMENT 
 The meeting adjourned at 5:24 p.m. without objection. 
 
 
I certify that the above is a true and correct summary of the actions of the Historic Preservation Commission 
in the meeting held on November 14, 2022. 
 
 
 
____________________________________       ____________________________________ 
Donna A. S. Puckett, Administrative Assistant            Date 


