ORDINANCE NO. 2025-08

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SEDONA, ARIZONA, DECLARING THE DOCUMENT TITLED
#2025 AMENDMENTS TO SEDONA CITY CODE TITLE 6 ANIMALS” AS A PUBLIC RECORD,
ADOPTING THE SAME BY REFERENCE, AND AMENDING THE SEDONA CITY CODE AS SET
FORTH THEREIN; PROVIDING FOR PENALTIES, SEVERABILITY, AND REPEAL OF
CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; AND ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the City Council finds it necessary to protect the public health and safety against hazards
that wild and exotic animals pose to society, including possible physical harm to residents and potential
disease transmission to people or other animals, and to control hazards to the physical and mental health
of the public; and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds it necessary to protect to protect wild and exotic animals from cruel
and inhumane treatment by prohibiting the display and preventing the exploitation of wild or exotic
animals through performances for public entertainment or amusement, as these animals are made to
spend excessive time in cramped, barren cages deprived of the ability to engage in their natural
behaviors, and subjected to temperature and elevation changes when being transported; and

WHEREAS, the City Council is aware of incidents of persons being bit, and an incident in city limits
leading to the death of eight (8) wild animals and others with scale rot, respiratory issues, mite infestations
and organ damage due to starvation among wildlife that were used in display, performance, and/or kept
in unsanitary conditions leading to an animal cruelty conviction; and

WHEREAS, the City deems it necessary to adopt certain amendments to Sedona City Code Title 6
Animals in the best interests of the health and safety of the public.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SEDONA, ARIZONA, as
follows:

Section 1, Adoption. That certain document titled the 2025 Amendments to Sedona City Code Title 6
Animals (“SCC Title 6 Animals Amendment”), of which one paper copy and one electronic copy are
maintained, in compliance with A.R.S. § 44-7041, on file in the office of the City Clerk as required by
A.R.S. § 9-802, and available for public use and inspection during normal business hours, is hereby
declared to be a public record and said copies thereof are hereby ordered to remain on file with the City
Clerk. SCC Title 6 Animals Amendment is hereby amended as set forth Exhibit A, which is hereby referred
to, adopted, and made a part hereof as if fully set forth herein.

Section 2. Severability. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion of this ordinance
or any part of the SCC Title 6 Animals Amendment adopted herein is for any reason held to be invalid or
unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the
remaining portions thereof.

Section 3. Repeal. All other Code provisions, ordinances, parts of ordinances in conflict with the
provisions of this ordinance, are hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict as of the effective date
hereof.

Section 4. Penalties.

A. Upon a first violation of this ordinance, an officer may issue a documented warning.

B. If there is a violation of this ordinance and the person has previously been issued a warning, the new
violation is a civil offense punishable by a fine not to exceed $2,500.00, plus any other penalties,
assessments or surcharges authorized by law. Each and every wild and/or exotic animal on display
or performance and each day a display or performance occurs shall constitute a separate offense.

C. If there is a violation of this ordinance and the person has previously been convicted of violating this
ordinance, the new violation is a class 1 misdemeanor, plus any other penalties, assessments or



surcharges authorized by law.
D. The remedies in this ordinance are cumulative and the city may proceed under one or more such

remedies.

E. The amount of the permit fee and any penalty imposed by the provisions of this ordinance shall be
deemed a debt to the city. An action may be commenced in the name of the city in any court of
competent jurisdiction for the amount of any delinquent penalties.

Section 5. Effective Date. The effective date of this Ordinance shall be 30 days following adoption by the
City Council.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Mayor and Coyf a City oggﬂdmé;'ﬁfiiona, this 12th day
of August, 2025. 23

ATTEST:

JoArphe Cook, CMC, City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Kurt W. Christianson, City Attorney




Exhibit B “2025 Amendments to Sedona City Code Title 6 Animals”

Chapter 6.20
WILD OR EXOTIC ANIMAL DISPLAY OR PERFORMANCE

Sections:
6.20.010 Purpose and intent.
6.20.020 Definitions.
6.20.030 Display or performance prohibited.
6.20.040 Exceptions.
6.20.050 Enforcement.
6.20.060 Penalties

6.20.010 Purpose and intent.

The purpose and intent of this chapter is to protect the public against the hazards that wild and
exotic animals used in displays and performances pose to society and to protect wild and exotic
animals from exploitation, unlawful, cruel, and inhumane treatment.

6.20.020 Definitions.

In this chapter, the following words and terms shall be deemed to mean and be construed as

follows:

"Display” means to exhibit, show, hold, or use for photographs wild or exotic animals with
members of the public, ef wild-ar-exotic animals. for-the benehit ol a-live audience:

“Performance” means any act, circus, ride, trade show, carnival, parade, race, or similar
undertaking in which wild or exotic animals are required to perform tricks, fight, or participate
as accompaniments in performances for the entertainment, amusement or benefit of a live

audience.

"Person” means any individual, partnership, firm, joint stock company, corporation, joint

venture, association, trust, estate, or any other legal entity.
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"Wild or exotic animal” means all mammals, birds and the nests or eggs thereof, reptiles,
arachnids, amphibians, mollusks, crustaceans and fish normally found in a state of nature
anywhere in the world, including the offspring from two different wild animal species or genera.
Wild or exotic animal does not include domestic livestock, including cattle, sheep, goats and

harses, or domesticated dogs or cats.

6.20.030 Display or performance prohibited.

Subject to the exceptions provided in subsection 6.20.040, nNo person may display or sponsor

a display or allow the performance of any wild or exotic animal within the Sedona city limits.

6.20.040 Exceptions.

A. This chapter does not apply to a display or performance that occurs on property with the

permission of the property owner so long as the display or performance is done by:

1. Aperson licensed by the United States Department of Agriculture pursuant to the
Animal Welfare Act, as amended, as an exhibitor of wild or exotic animals, including a

licensed wild animal park, zoo, circus, or similar exhibitor license; or

2. Aperson licensed by the Arizona Game and Fish Department or Commission to
display wild or exotic animals for educational purposes, including a wildlife holding

license or a zoo license.

B. In addition to the requirements of subsection A, any display or performance of wild or exotic
animals on city property, including rights-of-way, requires liability insurance naming the city as
an additional insured in an amount reasonably acceptable to the city but in no case less than $1

million per occurrence and $2 million general aggregate policy limits.
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6.20.050 Enforcement.

A. An animal control officer, city code enforcement officer, city community service officer, or
any AZPOST certified peace officer may issue a written warning or citation for a violation of this

chapter.

B. Any such wild or exotic animal being used for display or performance in violation of this
chapter may be confiscated by an animal control officer, city community service officer, city
code enforcement officer, or any AZPOST certified peace officer. The confiscating agency
shallmay make a reascnable effort to find suitable placement for the wild or exotic animal or
after consultation with a veterinarian or wild or exotic animal expert, or by court order, atthe—

agency's-discretion; the animal may be euthanized. The person issued a written-warning-or
citation for a violation of this chapter is responsible for cost of care of the wild or exotic animal,

including but not limited to the cost of feeding, boarding, veterinary care, transportation, and

routine husbandry.

6.20.060 Penalties.

A. Upon a first violation of this chapter, an officer mayshall issue a documentedwritten

warning.

B. If there is a violation of this chapter and the person has previously been issued a warning,
the new violation is a civil offense punishable by a fine not to exceed $2,500.00, plus any other
penalties, assessments or surcharges authorized by law. Each and every wild and/or exotic
animal on display or performance and each day a display or performance occurs shall

constitute a separate offense.

C. Ifthere is a violation of this chapter and the person has previously been convicted of
violating this chapter, the new violation is a class 1 misdemeanor, plus any other penalties,

assessments or surcharges authorized by law.




