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Sustainability initiatives in the community continue to grow and adapt, bolster resident connections and
improve regional collaboration and programming offerings. These offerings span across a wide range of
subjects and partnerships. The Sustainability Department fosters programming that creates community
connections, waste diversion, watershed education, reduced energy consumption and adaption to a
changing climate. A few project highlights and upcoming events follow.

Sustainable Neighborhoods Program

In the Spring of 2024, the Sustainable Neighborhoods Program launched to build community around
reducing our ecological footprint, and Les Springs was the program’s inaugural neighborhood. They had
a fantastic first year with 145 of their neighbors engaged in various initiatives. They held solar 101
workshops, community food drives, organized waste drop-offs and donated tools to the Sedona's Tools
Empowering People (STEP) Library. They even installed 97 new electronic water meters to better track
and detect water leaks in the community, receiving a River Friendly Living Grant from Friends of the
Verde River. They have set high bar for the program. If you're interested in learning more about how
your neighborhood can be a part of the program and undertake similar initiatives, we are looking to
expand and are accepting applications for new neighborhoods.

Sustainability outreach and education efforts

Led by an AmeriCorps member, city staff hosted environmental workshops in energy efficiency,
emergency preparedness, community recycling, Firewise and vegetation management, and sustainable
food choices this past year. Their efforts culminated in hosting the first Volunteer Expo in May, in which
residents could come learn about all the volunteer opportunities in the area. Over 30 different
community organizations participated. None of that could have been done without the help of
AmeriCorps and community partners including Volunteer Sedona, Gardens for Humanity, Healthy World
Sedona, Sedona Fire District, Yavapai County Master Gardeners, Sedona Recycles, Arizona Department
of Economic Security, Garden of Life, Slow Food and Verde Valley School. City staff are striving to bring
on another AmeriCorps member soon to continue these efforts.

Heat Island Pilot Project and heat messaging campaign

Just like many cities experience, Sedona has its own heat island effect that causes more developed areas
to experience higher temperatures than surrounding forest or riparian areas. The city is exploring ways
to help mitigate and adapt to these effects in a few different ways. We completed our first cool
pavement pilot project that applied different colored coatings to reflect energy away from the parking
surface in a municipal parking lot in Uptown. We are collecting data at this site to determine the
effectiveness, and will look to expand the effort if it shows positive results. Additionally, the city
partnered with eight local businesses to launch its first heat messaging campaign that focused on
providing heat and wildfire awareness to Sedona recreationists.

Arizona Water Festival

As a continuation of the Ripple Effect campaign, the city is partnering with University of Arizona’s
Project WET, Arizona Water Company and Big Park Water Company to host the 2"¢ annual Arizona
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Water Festival for fourth and fifth grade students on Tuesday, Sept. 30, 2025 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. at
Posse Grounds Park. The event provides engaging educational activities on watershed functions,
groundwater systems, the water cycle and technology.

Home Energy Retrofit Project

Launched in 2022, the Home Energy Retrofit Project has served over 90 homes. Approved residences
may qualify for up to $5,000 in weatherization and energy retrofitting assistance. Services provided after
a home energy audit may include duct sealing, mini-split installations, lighting upgrades, insulation
repair and weather stripping. Homeowners saved an estimated $316 annually on their utility bills. The
5% round of the project is ramping up for launch and accepting applications so watch for that
announcement coming soon.

Household Hazardous Waste Event

On Saturday, Oct. 4, 2025 at Sedona Red Rock High School, the seventh annual Household Hazardous
Waste Event will be held. The city is excited to partner with Yavapai County and Sedona Red Rock High
School and continue waste collection efforts for those hard to dispose of items. Electronics, pesticides,
oil-based paints, acids, cleaners, various oils, batteries and other household items will be accepted. In
addition to those items, paper document shredding and medical waste (liquids, pills, sharps, vitamins
etc.) will be collected. The 2024 event broke the previous year’s record with 409 participants and
collected over 26,000 pounds.

For more information on this event or any other sustainability initiatives listed, visit
www.sedonaaz.gov/sustainability.
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