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The City loves its volunteers 
 
Every year, we extend our gratitude to the city of Sedona volunteers during an appreciation event which 
occurred in September. This year, 75 volunteers attended the event and six volunteers were honored 
with special awards, listed below:  
 

• Lars Romig (Grit Award) - for his ongoing efforts on the Sedona Transit Advisory Committee and 
the Trailhead Shuttle Parking and Shuttle Planning Committee through the U.S. Forest Service, 
and his advocacy work for the development of shared-use pathways.  

• Dave O’Donnell (Heart Award) – for his ongoing service on the Sedona Transit Advisory 
Committee and for being an ambassador for the Sedona Shuttle transit system.  

• Evan Puglia (Forward Motion Award) – for his volunteer efforts as the city of Sedona Bike 
Coordinator and for being the driving force behind the renewal of Sedona’s Silver Level Bicycle 
Friendly Community status. 

• Althea Johnson (Dedication Award) – for her leadership role on the Tourism Advisory Board and 
for her ongoing efforts to promote Sedona as a world-class travel destination.  

• Lance Waldrop (Sedona Police Department Volunteer of the Year Award) – for his continuous 
efforts as the Police Department fleet maintenance volunteer.  

 
Volunteer contributions — whether large or small, visible or behind the scenes — make a real and lasting 
difference. Volunteers not only bring their skills and expertise, but also their compassion, patience and 
willingness to show up for others. Their kindness helps us build a stronger, more connected community. 
Their expertise helps us deliver better municipal services. And their generosity of spirit sets an example 
for all of us. 
 
Volunteer time is truly a precious commodity. Unlike money or material resources, time cannot be 
earned back once it has been spent, and when someone chooses to give their time to a cause, they are 
offering a piece of themselves. Whether it’s a few hours a week or a one-time commitment, that time is 
a valuable gift that has the power to build stronger communities and create lasting change. Volunteers 
make an incredible impact simply by giving their feedback, sharing their time and showing up for 
others—demonstrating that time, when given with purpose, is the most meaningful resource of all. 
 
Volunteer opportunities are unique and vary by department. Some of these volunteer roles are sworn-in 
Public Officers, some work a regular recurring shift and some meet once or twice a year, depending on 
the program.  
 
We have multiple volunteer opportunities available, including:  
 

• An open seat on the Planning and Zoning Commission 



• An open seat on the Historic Preservation Commission 
• Three open seats on the Tourism Advisory Board 
• Parks and Recreation Department Park Rangers, and programs, sports and event volunteers 
• Sustainability Department volunteers 
• Sedona Police Department volunteers 
• Two open seats on the Sedona Transit Advisory Committee 
• Future work groups (task-oriented groups that function as advisory boards and work directly 

with staff on topics and issues that need public input) as needed 
 
Learn more and apply at www.sedonaaz.gov/volunteer.  
 
We’d like to extend our heartfelt gratitude to ALL dedicated Sedona volunteers who generously give their 
time, energy and talents to support our community. Your commitment strengthens the fabric of our 
community and exemplifies the spirit of unity and compassion. We thank you for your invaluable service 
and for helping to make our community a better place!  
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