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Ranger Station Park recognized for preserving the past, preparing for the future 

At the corner of Brewer Road in Sedona, a small group of historic buildings marks one of the city’s 
earliest chapters.  

For more than 100 years, the former U.S. Forest Service Ranger Station served as a base for managing 
the surrounding forest. Today, the site has been restored and reopened as Ranger Station Park. 

The park centers on two significant buildings. The Ranger’s House, built in 1917, is the oldest standing 
structure in Sedona. Based on a standard Forest Service design, the three-room building functioned as 
both home and office for the district ranger. Nearby, the Ranger’s Barn was constructed in 1934 by the 
Civilian Conservation Corps. At about 2,000 sq. ft., with a second-story hayloft, it once housed horses 
and equipment when much of the work in the forest was done on horseback. 

Both buildings are designated City Historic Landmarks, and the site is one of only four in Sedona listed 
on the National Register of Historic Places. Together, they reflect the city’s early ties to public land 
management and conservation. 

The Forest Service occupied the property from 1905 until 2005. The original 21-acre parcel was 
eventually reduced to 3.4 acres, preserving the historic core. In 2014, the city of Sedona purchased the 
remaining land using Development Impact Fees allocated for park space. The direction was 
straightforward: protect the historic structures and create a park that would keep them accessible to the 
public. 

Public input played a key role. An open house held on site in 2015 brought about 100 residents to tour 
the buildings and share ideas. A volunteer work group representing city commissions, staff and residents 
helped review options and guide decisions. 

Proposals included walking paths, gathering areas, a café, artist spaces and sports courts. Each idea was 
evaluated against the city’s Community Plan, with emphasis on preserving the site’s character and 
supporting community use. Some suggestions were ultimately set aside. A café inside the Ranger’s 
House was determined to conflict with historic preservation goals, and pickleball courts were removed 
from consideration to maintain a quieter setting. 

The finished park reflects those priorities. A central plaza between the Ranger’s House and Barn 
provides space for events and gatherings/rentals. An open lawn allows for flexible recreation. The site 
also includes shaded seating areas, a playground, a putting green, an outdoor ping-pong table and a 
perimeter walking path. Permanent restrooms are planned and expected to be completed later this year 
to support regular use. 

Restoration work began in 2020 and followed established historic preservation standards. Local 
contractors from Sedona and Flagstaff completed much of the project, working with the Sedona Historic 



Preservation Commission and the State Historic Preservation Office. Around 65% of the original siding, 
windows and doors were preserved. When replacement materials were necessary, they were milled to 
match the original design, and existing hardware was reused whenever possible. 

While the exterior appearance remains historically accurate, the interiors are being adapted for public 
use. The Ranger’s House will function as a community meeting space and include interactive exhibits 
developed with the Sedona Heritage Museum. Both buildings and the park grounds are fully ADA 
accessible. 

Sustainability and cost efficiency were also priorities. City crews handled significant infrastructure work 
in-house, including water and sewer installation and the placement of decorative boulders relocated 
from other city projects. Power lines were placed underground to preserve views. Decomposed granite 
was used for pathways and parking areas to reduce heat and allow water to naturally infiltrate the soil. 

Because the park lies within a 100-year floodplain, drainage improvements were essential. Tiered 
detention basins now manage stormwater on site, and additional drainage features help protect 
downstream properties during heavy storms. 

Ranger Station Park demonstrates how historic preservation and public use can work together. The site 
maintains its historic character while serving as an active gathering space for residents and visitors. 

In 2025, the project received the Project of the Year Award in the Historical Restoration/Preservation 
category for Small Cities/Rural Communities from both the Arizona Chapter and the national 
organization of the American Public Works Association. 

The community is invited to attend a celebration at 11 a.m. on April 20, 2026, at Ranger Station Park, 
where the American Society of Civil Engineers and the American Council of Engineering Companies will 
join the City in recognizing the collaborative effort behind the project and the public works professionals 
who helped deliver it. 
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