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Celebrating a decade of Red Dirt Concerts and a busy Spring in Sedona parks

Spring is here, and the Parks and Recreation Department has had a packed schedule of events and
exciting things to share with the community. From a milestone anniversary to some great recent events,
there is lots to celebrate and even more to look forward to in the weeks ahead.

A decade of music at Posse Grounds Park

This year marks the 10th anniversary of the Red Dirt Concert Series, and we could not be more excited
to celebrate it with the Sedona community. The series was originally established through a collaboration
between the city of Sedona and the Friends of the Posse Grounds, a passionate volunteer group that
spent 14 years planning and raising funds to create a performance venue that would showcase artistic
talent right here in Sedona. Their dedication culminated in the beautiful Barbara Antonsen Memorial
Pavilion, named in honor of the local visionary who spearheaded the movement to create a public space
devoted to showcasing performing arts.

In March of 2017 the first performance was held there during the Sedona Mountain Bike Festival, and in
May of 2017, an official ribbon-cutting celebrated the opening of the pavilion. That fall marked the very
first Red Dirt Concert Series. Fun fact: the band that played at that very first concert featured none other
than Jason Vargo, who is now the city of Sedona's Special Events Coordinator! To this day, Jason will tell
you that hosting the Red Dirt Concert Series remains his favorite event on the calendar, and it is easy to
see why.

Since those early days, the series has grown into one of Sedona locals' favorite events. Due to its
incredible popularity, we have expanded the timeframe of the concerts over the years to accommodate
the growing crowds. Every Friday in May, from 5 to 8 p.m., we invite you to bring a chair or blanket to
the Posse Grounds Pavilion at 525 Posse Ground Rd. and enjoy an evening of free, live music beneath
the red rocks.

Extending the fun: Red Dirt Fest 10-Year Celebration

To properly honor a decade of Red Dirt Concerts, we decided that Friday nights alone simply were not
enough. We are thrilled to announce the addition of an all-day festival to extend the fun! Join us for the
Red Dirt Fest 10-Year Celebration on Saturday, May 30, from 1 to 8 p.m. This special anniversary event
will feature five incredible acts: Doyle Figueroa, Cameron Jameson, Jam Now, Santa Pachita and Low
Poly Cactus, along with food trucks, a beer garden and free raffle prizes. It is going to be a fantastic way
to cap off a month of great music.

Cocodona 250: An epic event through our own backyard

One of my personal favorite events that the Parks and Recreation Department gets to play a small part
in is coming through Sedona the first week of May! The Cocodona 250 is an incredible ultramarathon
put on by Aravaipa Running, linking the towns of Black Canyon City all the way to Flagstaff through some
of Arizona's most stunning trails, approximately 250 miles in total. The event passes right through Posse
Grounds Park, which is great because one of its main aid stations will be housed there in partnership
with the city of Sedona. The “shorter” race distances, the Sedona Canyons 125 and the Mingus Traverse
80, both come through Sedona Ranger Station Park at Brewer Road. | had the opportunity to run the
250-mile event myself last year, and it was a truly life-changing experience.



Spring successes and Summer fun ahead

It has been a great spring all around. In March, we were proud to host the 53rd Annual St. Patrick's Day
Parade on a beautiful morning through Uptown Sedona, and we recently wrapped up our Celebration of
Spring event, where families enjoyed rides, egg hunts and a wonderful day of outdoor fun together at
Posse Grounds Park!

As we look ahead to summer, | encourage everyone to check out our Summer Activity Guide, packed
with programs and events for all ages. A digital version is available online at www.SedonaAZ.gov/Parks,
with physical copies sent home with students from every local school, and available for pickup at the
Sedona Library. Note that Sunset Park’s parking lot will be closed for resurfacing from April 24 to May 1
and only accessed via on foot. But the parking lot in addition to the Splash Pad will be back open on May
1.

We look forward to seeing you out in the parks this season!
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