
City Talk for May 13, 2026 
Community Development Department 
Brian Armstrong, senior code enforcement officer 

Code enforcement specifics on light fixtures 

Being in code enforcement at City Hall, I hear about many different issues in my day. From tall grasses to 
too loud of music being played, no two days are the same, which makes the job interesting and unique. 
We have three staff for all code enforcement issues, with one person dedicated for short-term rental 
specific code issues. 

One code enforcement issue that is ever-present is the concern with residential lighting. As you probably 
know, the city adopted a dark sky lighting ordinance in 2011 and has been designated as an International 
Dark Sky Community by the International Dark Sky Association since 2014. Like the residents, the city 
values the peacefulness that darks skies bring to our community. Light pollution is commonly defined as 
the adverse or excessive use of manmade light.  

Some helpful information for all residents is that the Sedona Land Development Code (LDC) says new 
lighting must meet the requirements of the code to be fully shielded fixtures if installed after 2001. 
Unshielded light fixtures installed prior to 2001 are considered legal non-conforming fixtures and at least 
for now (see below), are acceptable until they are replaced, with some exceptions.  Regarding light 
fixtures in general: 

• Fixtures must be fully shielded and aimed so that the direct illumination is confined to the 
property boundaries of the source and not aimed onto adjacent properties.  

• Lighting from fixtures should point downward rather than horizontally or upward.  
• Motion sensing lights are a good way to provide safety and security around your home without 

having a constant source of light when not needed, to minimize light pollution. Motion sensors 
do however need to be adjusted so they are only triggered by activity within the property lines 
and not by activity outside the property. Motion sensing fixtures also need to be fully shielded 
and properly adjusted to turn off in a reasonable timeframe after the detected motion ceases. 
Timers are another option to limit light use as well as save money since they can be turned off 
automatically when not needed. 

Although the dark sky lighting requirements are currently only required for fixtures installed after 2001, 
the LDC was amended in 2023 and a “sunset” clause was added, which says that effective Jan. 1, 2028 all 
non-conforming light fixtures are required to be in compliance. We are encouraging voluntary 
compliance to change your outdoor fixtures to ones that conform now as a neighborly and proactive 
step to take with the goal of protecting Sedona’s natural environment by minimizing the adverse impact 
of exterior lighting on stargazing, wildlife habitat and human health. 

We welcome anyone who is considering new light fixtures to come talk with myself or anyone in the 
Community Development Department at City Hall to make sure you are looking at dark sky compliant 
options. Additionally, you can go to the International Dark Sky Association’s website to learn about the 
organization and where to find dark sky friendly lighting at www.darksky.org.  


