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Coming soon: Verde Valley Pre-Approved Home Plan Library 

It’s no secret that the cost of housing across the country has risen exponentially, particularly since the 
pandemic. It has become increasingly difficult for prospective buyers throughout the Verde Valley to 
find homes priced within reach. Affordability is particularly important to the hospitality and service 
workers crucial to the local tourism-centric economy, in addition to seniors who wish to age in place, 
teachers, nurses, service workers, artists, tradespeople and young families. Many of these residents 
struggle to remain in the communities they serve and love. 

On July 1st, the city of Sedona and partner communities will launch the process for the creation of the 
Verde Valley Pre-Approved Home Plan Library, an online resource for buyers, builders and small 
developers in an effort to make it easier and faster to build more affordable, quality homes that fit the 
character of the region.  

The concept is simple. Rather than require every homeowner, builder or small developer to start from 
scratch with custom home plans, the library will provide resident and contractor access to professionally 
designed plans that have been reviewed for compliance with local development standards and building 
codes. Plans will feature a variety of housing types, including accessory dwelling units (ADUs), single-
family homes, duplexes and triplexes. Each housing type will include a minimum of three sizes to fit the 
needs of households ranging from seniors and working age individuals living alone to families with 
multiple children. Plans will be available at a significantly reduced rate paid directly to the architect or 
designer. 

Pre-approved home plans save time and cost by reducing the amount you would pay an architect or 
designer for plans and removing the extra time needed to redesign plans, navigate reviews and resolve 
technical issues that can increase the cost of housing – a cost that is ultimately passed on to the buyer or 
renter. Plans still have to be configured to meet the conditions of a specific site and all plans will still be 
required to meet local development requirements and any neighborhood compatibility requirements if 
a property is located in an area managed by a homeowners association. 

For local communities, the challenge is to make housing more affordable and streamline processes while 
continuing to respect the character and natural environment that draws people to the area to visit or to 
stay. Too often the solution to affordability is minimal character and cheaper features or elimination of 
local design standards. The Pre-Approved Home Plan Library will encourage architects and designers to 
show that it is possible to improve affordability without sacrificing context or quality design. The 
resulting library should include homes that reflect the unique character, climate and architectural 
traditions of Northern Arizona while promoting important traits like sustainability, wildfire resilience and 
long-term livability.  

By sharing a common library, participating communities create a larger and more meaningful 
marketplace for architects and designers. That increased scale improves the likelihood that talented 
professionals will invest the time and creativity necessary to submit thoughtful, high-quality plans to the 
library, benefiting residents throughout the Valley. 



The July 1st launch date will officially open the website for submissions by architects and designers to 
submit plans for consideration of approval. Home plans, including plans for ADUs will be available once 
they are reviewed for approval – hopefully by this winter. Sedona and its partner communities are 
considering a series of four design competitions to spur submissions to the Library, with more 
information on that coming in the next couple months. 

The Pre-Approved Home Plan Library is not a silver bullet. No single program will solve today’s housing 
challenges. It will not reduce the highest costs of housing: land, labor and materials. It will not reduce 
the level of effort needed to address topography or other environmental factors. But it is a meaningful 
step toward modernizing and streamlining housing delivery by reducing barriers while still helping to 
ensure quality, sustainability and community character. 

And perhaps most importantly, it demonstrates that innovation and preservation do not have to be 
opposing ideas. We can protect what makes the Verde Valley special while also creating opportunities 
for the people who make this region function every day. 


