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Clarifying the evaluation process for the SR 179 on-street crossing

Since the underpass known as the Pedestrian Crossing at Oak Creek opened, one of the most common
guestions the city receives is whether the on-street crossing on State Route (SR) 179 will be closed
permanently. While construction of the underpass created a safe alternative crossing, it was never
intended to automatically determine the future of the on-street crossing. No final decision has been
made because the city, Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) and Tlaguepaque agreed to an
evaluation process via a Settlement Agreement designed to answer that question over time after the
underpass was built.

That process includes periodic warrant analyses, operational review, coordination with ADOT and
consideration of potential future improvements intended to evaluate how the crossing functions over
time. This evaluation is currently underway and is expected to continue as more information is
collected.

Importantly, the city has not approached this process with a predetermined outcome. Rather, the city's
responsibility is to administer the evaluation process agreed to by the city, ADOT and Tlaquepaque
representatives, allowing technical analyses, operational experience and collaborative review to guide
future decisions, not assumptions made before the underpass was ever opened.

One reason this issue has generated differing opinions is that there are multiple legitimate public
interests that must be weighed simultaneously. The city must manage traffic congestion, provide safe
pedestrian access, maintain reasonable access to adjacent businesses, comply with the Settlement
Agreement and ADOT requirements, and continue evaluating the corridor as other Sedona in Motion
transportation improvements are completed. The purpose of the evaluation process is not to prioritize
one of these objectives over another, but to use real-world operational data to help balance all of them.
This approach was anticipated from the beginning of the project and remains the basis for the city's
ongoing work.

There are members of the community who believe the crossing should remain closed more often to
improve traffic flow, while others believe it should remain open whenever possible to maximize
pedestrian access. The city must also balance these competing interests using traffic data and
operational experience rather than preference alone.

Temporary closures are implemented only when supported by traffic data and operational conditions to
manage periods of significant congestion while otherwise maintaining pedestrian access whenever
traffic conditions allow. These operational decisions are based on established real-time traffic
thresholds, observed traffic conditions and historic traffic patterns. The current threshold used is
approximately 18 minutes of travel time along SR 179 between Bell Rock Boulevard and the "Y.”

However, temporary closures are not intended to represent permanent closure of the crossing. One
draft warrant analysis evaluated to date concluded that the on-street crossing is not warranted under
the technical criteria reviewed. That draft analysis remains under review and does not itself determine



the future of the crossing because other factors like its function during non-busy times of year and the
need for an alternative to the underpass during flooding events exist. Therefore additional evaluations
in future seasons will continue as part of the ongoing evaluation framework established through the
agreement.

The evaluation of the crossing also occurs within the broader context of the Sedona in Motion
transportation program. Multiple transportation improvements are being implemented to improve
traffic circulation and reduce congestion throughout the SR 179 corridor and surrounding road network.
As those improvements are completed and traffic patterns evolve, the operation of the pedestrian
crossing will continue to be evaluated as outlined in the Settlement Agreement.

In addition, the city has funding programmed in the Fiscal Year 2027 budget to further explore potential
long-term operational improvements associated with the crossing area, including fencing, gate systems,
signalized operational concepts and related improvements intended to improve safety and flexibility.

In short, no final decision is anticipated in the near future regarding the long-term operation of the
crossing. The city remains committed to working collaboratively with ADOT and Tlaquepaque while
following the process established through the Settlement Agreement. ADOT maintains jurisdiction over
SR 179 and remains the ultimate decision-maker regarding long-term operational decisions.
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